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Health Care Spending 
in Colorado 



1. Expenditures have increased significantly, 
but spending has grown faster for some 
services. 

2. Growth rates in expenditures were relatively 
low through 2013, but have been increasing. 

3. Data sources can be combined to answer 
complex questions.
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Three Takeaways 
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Total Spending on Personal Health Care Services, Colorado
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Proportion of Personal Health Care Spending by Type of Service, 
Colorado, 2013
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Per Capita Spending, Personal Health Care Services, Colorado 
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Average Annual Compound Growth Rate, Personal Health Care 
Services, Colorado
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Medical Services Expenditures and Proportion by Disease and 
Condition, U.S., 2010



Breaking Down Health Care Spending:  

A Simple Formula  
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Average Annual Compound Growth Rates in Medical Spending 
and Prices, by Disease and Condition, U.S., 2000 – 2010
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A Few Words About

Data Sources



The best data source depends on the question
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If You Ask You Should Consider Examples

Where are…
Which populations…

Demographic Data US Census
Colorado Health Access Survey
State Demography Office

Who uses ….
What services…
Where do people…

Claims or 
administrative data

Medicaid claims data
All Payer Claims Data (APCD)
E-Health Records/CORHIO/QHN
Medical Expenditure Panel
Survey (MEPS)

What costs…
What was paid…

Claims data APCD
MEPS

Who is enrolled…
Who is eligible…
Who is providing…

Enrollment data Medicaid enrollment
Exchange enrollment
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Three Takeaways 

1. Expenditures have increased significantly, 
but spending has grown faster for some 
services. 

2. Growth rates in expenditures were relatively 
low through 2013, but have been increasing. 

3. Data sources can be combined to answer 
complex questions.
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Questions?  

Amy Downs, Senior Director for Policy and Analysis 

Colorado Health Institute 

(720) 382-7091   •   downsa@coloradohealthinstitute.org 


